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Teachers’ Study Guide
 Hansi and the Iceman

	Author:  Julia Taylor Ebel

Illustrator: Idalia Canter
Title lettering:  John Stevens

	Copyright:  2014, ISBN 978-1-933251-81-3

	Publisher: Parkway Publishers

	Reader age:  5-10

	Genre:   Historical fiction; picture book

	Setting:  The model for the story is Queens, New York, around 1927; however, ice was delivered across the country, so the story could have happened in any town and over a number of years, as iceboxes were gradually replaced by refrigerators.

	Synopsis:  Hansi and his neighborhood friends delight in gathering ice chips from the horse-drawn wagon as Mr. O’Malley brings ice for Oma’s icebox. But when Hansi’s grandmother buys an electric refrigerator, he wonders about changes ahead—no more ice for Oma’s icebox and no ice chips for Hansi and his sister, Elizabeth. 


	Additional Material  
     Endnotes:  “A Need for Ice and Cooling” and “Children, Icemen and Chips” 
     Photographic endpapers with historic images of ice harvest and ice delivery



	Compelling Points:  childhood pleasures, change

	Learning Activities


Social Studies

What changes have happened within your lifetime?

Talk with your parents or grandparents about changes they have seen.  Make a timeline of changes. 

What can cause change in the way people live?

Home refrigeration depended on the availability of electricity.  Electricity became available in different places at different times.  Find out when it became available in your area. 
Make a chart to show ways of preserving food over time.

Learn about ways people have preserved different of foods:  fruits, vegetables, meats, dairy products.  

Columbus came to America as he was in search of a shorter route to find spices?  How did these spices he sought relate to preservation of food?
Make a timeline to show the development of refrigeration.

Talk about immigration.
The family in the story was German.  When did German immigration peak?  What are some areas of the country that have high proportions of population German with ancestry?

What are the dominant cultural groups in your area?  What cultural groups helped to shape the history of your area? 

What is your family’s cultural heritage (or heritages)?.

Learn about immigration into the United States?

Where is Ellis Island, and what role did it play in immigration?

Read a book about the Statue of Liberty.

How many people immigrate into the United States in a year?  Look at a chart that shows how that number has varied over time?

What are some reasons that people have immigrated to the United States?

The United States has been described as a melting pot and as a salad bowl?  Which do you think is a more accurate description--and why?  

What is your own family’s ancestry?  Talk with parents, grandparents, aunts, or uncles about heritage and ancestry?  Make notes or record their voices as they talk.
From where did the people in your community come?  Did they immigrate from other countries?  What countries?

Technology
Use the Internet to find images of ice being gathered from northern lakes.  

Look up information on ice delivery and pictures of ice wagons.

Look for images of ice tongs.  What other jobs would have used a similar tool?

How has technology changed since the time of the story?  

…since your parents were children?

Science

Learn about the three states of water.  

What happens to water as it freezes?  What happens to molecules in water as the water 
changes states?
What is the difference between a block of ice and snow.

Learn about the process of refrigeration.  

How has refrigeration linked with global warming and ozone?

What happens to meat or produce that is left unrefrigerated?

Further Reading

Read A Drop of Water, by Walter Wick 
Read Snowflake Bentley, by Jacqueline Briggs Martin, and learn about his work.  Look at photographs of snowflakes (available on Internet or in his book, Snow Crystals)  Compare and contrast ice blocks and ice crystals.
Think About It
In the story, the refrigerator is still called the “ice box” or the “electric ice box.”  Have you ever heard someone refer to a refrigerator as an “ice box”?  Why do you think the term continued to be used?  

Languages

What language would the family in the story have known?

What language did the grandmother in the story speak?  

What languages did Hansi speak?  

Do you know anyone who calls grandparents Oma and Opa?

Compile a list of names for Grandmother and Grandfather.

What characters in the story might have immigrated to the Unites States?   What clues do you have?  From where would they have emigrated?

What languages are spoken in your community?

Do your classmates live in families that speak another language at home?

Imagine being in a country where you did not speak the language.  What challenges would you face?  
Vocabulary:  Roots and Prefixes

Look up the words immigration and emigration?  What is the difference in their meanings?  What do the prefixes on the words tell you?  What is the common root? 

Why does immigration have two m’s but emigration has just one m?
Vocabulary Words
What is genealogy?

Make a family tree.  How far can you follow branches of your family?

What does the word assimilation mean?  

What are some ways that immigrants assimilate or adapt to their new country?

Writing
Make a “Now and Then” chart of changes in the way we live now in contrast to the way an earlier generation lived. 

Imagine living in an earlier time. How would life be different without refrigeration, without electricity, without cars, without computers…?  Pick one difference and write about it.

Write a story about a change and how it affected people.
Think creatively:  If I had a block of ice (or a bag of crushed ice), I could….

Names 
Onomastics is the study of names.
In the story, the boy is called Hansi (pronounced Hon-cē), a nickname for German name Johannes or Hans.  As an adult, the person who inspired the story went by John.  The names are the same.  What other names are also John?  Search the Internet to find other spelling of the name John and the countries of origin for those variations of the name.
Many families have changed the spellings of their last names after coming to the United States.  Why would someone change a name?

Learn about the origin of family names.  

(Names are often based on occupation, father’s name, place, or characteristic)

A word smith indicates someone who works with metal (blacksmith).  Hence the name Smith, was first used by someone who worked with metal.  What other names from different places have the same meaning as Smith?
Do you know the origin of your name?

Was either your first or middle name chosen to honor someone in your family?

Art
Illustration:  The illustrator used watercolors to depict the story.  How does the art style reflect the time of the story?  What points in the images suggest the time of the story?  What supplementary artistic details do you notice?  How many places do you see raspberries in the book?   What colors dominate through the book?
Title Lettering:  Notice the lettering on the title.  What might the lettering artist have considered in choosing a style for the different words?  Why did he use blue letters?

Look at titles of other books.  Think about the choices in style and texture of the letters.
Family Traditions
Family traditions can be associated special occasions. Often favorite foods are a part of these times. 

How are holidays, such as the Fourth of July or Thanksgiving celebrated with traditional foods?  

The story mentions raspberry syrup mixed with water to make a cool summer treat.  What summer foods that are traditional (or just favorites) for your family? 

Talk with family about favorite foods.  Write down a recipe from your family’s favorites and write a paragraph about when that food is shared, what is special about it, what memories you have of sharing it in your family, etc.

Find a recipe that uses raspberries.
Independent Research:  Become an Expert

· Ice harvest 
· Horses working on ice

· Ice delivery

· Tools used for ice harvest or ice delivery

· Memories of ice delivery (Gather memories through interview or from the Internet.)

· Photographs of ice delivery

· Iceboxes

· Early refrigeration

· GE Monitor-top Refrigerator
· Immigration to America

· Peak periods of immigration

· Immigration today

· Raspberry recipes

· Types of scales

· Uses of ice
· The nature of ice

· The business of transporting and selling ice 

· Means of preserving food, including alternatives to ice and refrigeration

· Links between the book Hansi and the Iceman and the movie Frozen
