Study Guide 

Mama’s Wreaths
by Julia Taylor Ebel with M. Joann Moretz

Social Studies

Describe the region where Joanie lives.  Find the area on a map.
What is heritage?

Talk about how traditions and skills are passed along through families.

What skills do you think have been important in the area where the story takes place?

How do passed-along skills vary by region?

Make a map of your state, noting traditional skills from different regions.

Note skills that have been traditional in your region?  How long have these skills been practiced there?

Example:  In Seagrove, NC, numerous potters now have studios.  Many are descendents of earlier potters—through several generations.  

Have native plants and trees been important to life and the economy of your region?
Literature and Language

What is free verse poetry?
Look at the free verse used in writing the story.  What distinguishes this form as poetry?  How is different from rhymed poetry?  How is it different from prose in standard narratives?  

Poetry vs. prose to tell a story
:
Why do you think the writer chose free verse over rhymed poetry?  ...free verse narrative over prose narrative?

As a reader what to you like/dislike about free verse narrative?

Think about line breaks in poetry.  

What might a poet consider when choosing what words make a line of poetry?

Writing
Write about your own heritage or traditions.  What heritage and traditions are represented in your family?
Choose an incident from you own life or a story involving a family member.  Write about the incident.  Try writing in prose narrative.  Try writing in free verse narrative.  Which method told your story better?
When we write, we can draw from all our senses.  Including descriptions of smell can enhance our writing.  What examples of sensory description do you find in the story?  Think about a setting that includes distinct smell:  a flower garden, a farm, a fair, a path in the woods in autumn, hamburgers on a grill….   How could you describe the smells in your setting?  Make a list of words and phrases that convey a sense of smell.
List words to name or describe green.

Read poems about color in Hailstones and Halibut Bones, by Mary O’Neill and in Color Me a Rhyme, by Jane Yolen.

Write your own color poems.
The story talks about joy.  How would you define joy?  

Write an essay of definition about joy or another word naming an emotion.  (What emotions you observe in Joanie?)

Write about something that brings joy?

Science

Learn about types of trees. 

· Evergreens
· Conifers
· Deciduous trees

Are all evergreens conifers?

Learn about leaf shapes.  

Identify trees by their needles, leaves, bark, cones, flowers., etc.

Make an inventory of evergreens in your yard or school yard.

Describe a pine tree with its needles and cones.

Do pines grow in your area?  What kinds?

Do hemlocks and firs grow where you live?

What trees are common?

Do a tree survey.  Count the number of trees in a designated space.  Note characteristics:  evergreen, cone bearing, deciduous.   Classify by leaf shape:  palmate, ovate, complex, etc.

Look closely at a leaf.  Describe the leaf.

Why are evergreens used for wreath-making?  

What characteristics of an evergreen would make it most desirable for use in a wreath?
Organism from other parts of the world have affected trees here.  Learn about the effects of these organisms on our tree population:


Hemlock woolly adelgid


Chestnut blight


Dutch elm disease

Where do insects and spiders spend their winters?

In the story, spiders spun a tangle of web in the kitchen.  Why would spiders make webs happen in winter?  

Math
Christmas tree growers provide much of the material for wreath making.

Use the follow chart in discussion of rounding, ratios, rank, sums and differences, comparison of numbers, and percent of change.   

Ranking of States by Total Christmas Trees Harvested




2007 

2002 


Oregon    

6,850,841 
6,466,551 


North Carolina 
3,085,383 
2,915,507 


Michigan 

1,572,208
2,380,173


Pennsylvania 

1,179,733 
1,724,419


Wisconsin 

950,440
1,605,981 

Washington 

785,304 
1,164,139
 

New York 

348,043 
618,917 


Virginia 

313,710 
507,791 


Ohio 


272,981 
372,957
 

Minnesota 

202,259 
463,885 


Indiana 

198,899 
186,303 


Vermont 

168,206 
151,249 


Tennessee 

166,542 
149,770 


Maine 


126,908
164,406 


California 

119,855
 383,940
 
Connecticut 

113,622 
133,861 


Illinois 

112,617 
144,008 


New Hampshire 
82,124

 107,725 


New Jersey 

78,791 
132,458 


Maryland 

77,801 
99,183 


Massachusetts 
75,914 
72,522 

U.S. TOTAL 

17,415,971 
20,808,065 


From the United States Department of Agriculture 2002 and 2007 Census of Agriculture 

If producers sell trees for an average of $10 each, how much would the individual states earn?  
Find out how much tree growers actually earn from selling a tree.
When do you think the next Census of Agriculture will be done?  

Read More About Christmas Tree Growing

National Christmas Tree Association:  http://www.christmastree.org
North Carolina Tree Association:  http://ncchristmastrees.com/
Character

What are some lessons Joanie learns about character?  

How does she learn lessons about trust?  …about responsibility?

What signs of commitment to family do you see in Mama?  …in Daddy?

Joanie says that Mama isn’t quick to praise.  How does Joanie know that Mama approves of the wreath Joanie has made?
What did Joanie learn about joy?

Music History

Who was Bill Monroe?  What contributions did he make to music?  Listen to a recording of a Bill Monroe song.
For Fun
Look up recipes for sugar cookies or pumpkin pie.  Gather the ingredients and follow the recipe to make cookies or pie.  Talk about the relationship between units of measure in the recipe. 
What foods does your family prepare for special occasions?  

Use the instructions in the back of the book to guide you in making a wreath.  
Write instructions for a craft you have done with your family.
