Bios

Julia Taylor Ebel celebrates nature, heritage and cultural history through stories and poetry. As the author of Mama’s Wreaths, she collaborated with M. Joann Moretz, who watched her own mother make wreaths in the North Caolina mountains. Julia’s six previous books include Dresses, Dreams and Beadwood Leaves and Jack Tales and Mountain Yarns as Told by Orville Hicks. She lives in Jamestown, North Carolina, where she makes an evergreen wreath for her door each Christmas; but she frequently spends time in the North Carolina mountains. There she finds inspiration for much of her writing.  
M.  Joann Moretz, a native of Watauga County, North Carolina, holds childhood Christmas memories of the family kitchen or occasionally the backyard shed being turned into a workshop for her mother’s wreath making. Her grandmother Sarah, older sister Brenda, and other family members also learned the craft of wreath making as did many Appalachian Mountains women.  
Book Descriptions for Mama’s Wreaths

56 words

Joanie is eager to learn her mother’s skills in making evergreen wreaths--a skill known to many women in her Appalachian Mountain community; but along that path she also finds lessons about family, trust, and joy. The story unfolds through spare poems flowing with images and scents of evergreen that readers of all ages will savor.
78 words

The kitchen at Joanie’s mountain home is filled with fresh fir and hemlock branches, evergreens that Mama will use as she makes wreaths to sell before Christmas. Joanie is eager to learn to make wreaths like Mama’s. As Mama patiently guides her, Joanie learns not only about wreath making, but also about trust and joy—lessons entwined with fragrant evergreen. Joanie’s story unfolds through a garland of gentle free verse poems that readers of all ages will savor.

236 words

The kitchen at Joanie’s mountain home is filled with fresh fir and hemlock branches, evergreens that Mama will use as she makes wreaths to sell before Christmas. Joanie is eager to learn to make wreaths like Mama’s. As Mama patiently guides her, Joanie learns not only about wreath making, but also about trust and joy—lessons entwined with fragrant evergreen. Joanie’s story unfolds through a garland of gentle free verse poems that readers of all ages will savor.

Mama’s Wreaths speaks to the heart of persons whose lives are neither glamorous nor ordinary, and it affirms the importance of their uniquely rich experience. As are Julia Taylor Ebel’s other books, Mama’s Wreaths is inspired by the experiences of real people—in this case, the wreath-making experiences of young writer M. Joann Moretz and her family. Mama’s Wreaths invites us all to look with gentle hearts toward those unseen faces and unheard stories of so many who touch our lives with joy. 

In Mama’s Wreaths, Julia Taylor Ebel’s dedication to keeping cultural stories shines through as it does in her six previous books. Through slices of life, she reminds us of the importance of passing on the knowledge, traditions, and stories we value. 

Enhanced by Joann’s keen eye for detail and Julia’s delicate pencil sketches, Mama’s Wreaths is a heartwarming story to be read and shared at Christmas and throughout the year.
For ages 8 to 108.

