FOR FURTHER THOUGHT:

For Teachers, Students, and Other Curious Folk

Passed-along Tales

As stories migrated from Europe, they kept some of their old framework yet took on elements of their new setting as well.  How do Orville’s stories reflect life in the mountains over the past few generations?  Look for specific examples of mountain life in the stories.

What elements of European folktales appear in Orville’s stories?

Why do you think that Orville’s Jack Tales often include a king?

Read stories of “Cinderella,” “The Brementown Musicians,” and “The Three Billy Goats Gruff.”  Where do you find elements of these stories in Orville’s stories?  

Compare one of Orville’s stories and a similar one from another source.

Look at other tellings of similar folktales.  How do Orville’s tellings differ?  How are they the same? 

 “Catskin” is a Cinderella story.  Read other Cinderella stories from other settings.  What are the common elements of Cinderella stories?  Which of these are present in “Catskin”?

Who is Jack?  How would you describe Jack?  Is his character consistent through the stories?  If not, in which stories does his role differ?  Why is Jack a folk hero?  What makes Jack so likeable?

How have stories such as these been valuable in the mountain community where they were told?  Why would a mountain mother pass them on to her children?  Why would folks gather around a wood stove and tell tales they had heard often before?

Notice the repetition of ideas in the tales.  Often a story groups three ideas:  three challenging experiences, three people encountered, three events, etc.  Why would folktales use groups of three?  Why not use single elements—or groups of five or six?  (Consider the aesthetics of three elements and the ease in remembering three points.)

Notice how a story may even include two or more groups of three ideas.

Some stories develop through a sequence of similar events (Ex. “Soap, Soap, Soap”).  What role does repetition play in these stories?

Oral tradition has deep roots.  Many stories of religious heritage were told long before they were written.  Even the stories of the Greek poet Homer were told orally many years before they were written.  Learn about the role of oral tradition through history.  

Consider the role of storytelling before the invention of the printing press with movable type around 1450.

Where in America, besides the Appalachian Mountains, have people told their stories orally?  What do these stories tell about the lives of the storytellers?  What role have oral stories played in the heritage of American Indians?

The Storyteller

Where do you hear elements of Orville’s mountain experience in his stories?   How do you think Jack is like Orville?

Orville Hicks draws listeners of all ages to his stories and holds their attention.  What 

techniques make his storytelling so engaging?

Notice the use of active voice and the near absence of passive verbs in Orville’s stories.

Find examples of active verbs that give energy to these tales.

What patterns do you notice in Orville’s mountain speech?  How does his speech affect the telling of the stories?

Listen to a recording of Orville’s voice.

Finding Stories

Listen to the stories that persons around you tell.  Do these stories reflect personal experience?  Are these stories original?  Are they passed along from an earlier generation?

Interview someone who grew up in an earlier generation.  Make a list of questions to open conversation, but during the interview, look for ways to encourage and deepen conversation that evolves.  Ask what stories this person remembers having heard. 

Record a story as someone tells it.  Try writing as the person talks.  Try using a tape recorder and then transcribing the words.  Be as accurate to the speaker’s words as possible.  Which approach is easier?   What are the advantages and disadvantages of taping?  What are the challenges you face in accurately transcribing someone’s speech?

Telling Your Own Story
Tell a story of your own.  You may write the story first, but tell it without reading it.  Tell it again—and again, preferably on a different day.  Was your story the same each time?  Did you add anything?  …change anything?

Have someone tell the story that you told.  Did the new storyteller change the story?   …add or omit details? …include a personal experience or viewpoint?

How is this storytelling experience similar to what has happened to folktales through the years?

How can you use voice and gestures to help tell a story?

Folksongs

Choose a familiar folksong.  Use books, Internet, interview, or other sources to locate verses or versions of the song.  How many different verses or versions can you find?  Why have so many verses and versions been sung?
How are folktales and folksongs similar?

Simpler Times:  Venues for Storytelling

Turn off the television, the computer, the cell phone, the electronic games, the CD player—anything that distracts, anything that operates on electricity or batteries.  Sit and talk with family or friends on the porch, around a table, by a fire--some quiet place.   

If you grew up in a time and place without electrical and technological devices, you would not miss them.  How would life be different?

Work together on a simple manual task—a household task, such as snapping beans, or a creative project, such as knitting.  What other tasks could you do together?  Enjoy the conversation and the stories that are shared.  Share stories of the past, dreams for the future.
Mountain Speech
Read the section “In Orville’s Words” at the back of the book.  Find examples in the text of his regional speech patterns.  

Listen to a recording of Orville Hicks or of Ray Hicks.  Notice the pronunciations and rhythms of the words.  How are Orville’s and Ray’s voices similar, and how do they differ?

What words, expressions, or pronunciations give flavor to the speech in your area?

Collect local expressions or sayings from your region.

How does mobility of our population affect language patterns?   What effect do the various forms of media (radio, television, motion pictures, etc.) have on local language patterns?  Are the effects positive or negative?  How so?

