The Picture Man
Study Guide

Photographic History
Read about photographic history.

What is a Daguerreotype?  Who developed the process?

Look up “view camera” on the Internet.  What is a view camera?  View cameras were used on a tripod.  They had an accordion front and a ground glass lens .  The photographer looked inside the camera at that lens to see the image.  In order to see the image, he covered his with a dark cloth or, perhaps, his coat.  Picture men often used view cameras, but smaller, more practical cameras were available by the early 1900s.   
Look up Kodak Brownie on the internet.  Learn about the Brownie camera and how it changed photography.  When was it first available?  How much did it cost?  Who would have used a Brownie?   What other cameras did Kodak make?

Shoebox Camera
Make a pinhole camera from a shoebox.  Photographic paper can be purchased from a photo supplier, who should also be able to process the exposed paper.

The Picture Men

Who were the picture men?  (Local photographers, often had other work, such as farming.  They took photographs within their community.)
How did the work of picture men differ form the work of artistic photographers?

…from the work of studio photographers? 
The work of the picture men went to families, not to the public.  Why, then, was the picture men’s work so important?  How do their photos show history differently from studio photographers or artistic. 
Learning from Photographs
Look at old photographs from the early 1900s.  Do you see photographs that look as if they could be the work of a picture man?  What may suggest a picture man had taken the picture?  

(Clear images; higher quality paper than snapshot taken at home; outdoor settings rather than studio; persons showing off something they are proud of, such as a car)

In old photographs, notice what a person may be holding or where he is standing.  What can you learn about the person from the photo?  Write a description of the person in the photo from what you see or can assume.

Who has photographed the area where you live?

Talk with your family about the people in your family albums.  What are their stories?

Have photographs preserved these stories?

Do a local history research project based on photographs. Locate old photographs from your community.  Can you find photos that record images of a particular part of the history—an old mill, the community school, farm life, a particular event, etc..  Write the story of the place or event.  Interview community members who may have been a part of the history.  Ask about their recollections or what they recall from their ancestors stories.  Compile your information to share with others.  
Have a local history day at your school to share results of picture-based research and the research a that follows.

Cameras and Science

What is a camera obscura?  

How will the camera obscura be helpful during a solar eclipse? Why should we not look at the sun?  
Use a box to make a camera obscura.

Talk about light and the inversion of images in the camera obscura
Read about Aristotle’s description of how to view a solar eclipse.

UNC-Chapel Hill has a camera obscura in campus.  Consider a visit. 
Creative Writing

As you look at old photographs, imagine who may have taken the photos.  What type of camera could have been used?  

Choose an old photograph.  Write about what may have been happening at the time of the photograph.

If some offered you chance to have your picture taken anywhere you wished, where would you choose?  What would you be doing in the picture?  Why did you make these choices?  What would someone looking at the photograph learn about you.

